
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
 

 )
) 
)
)
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
PROMULGATION No. 2009-001
 
 

IN RE:  
 
AMENDMENT TO THE VIRGIN 
ISLANDS RULES FOR JUDICIAL 
DISCIPLINARY ENFORCEMENT. 
 

  )  
 

ORDER 

This Court, pursuant to section 21(c) of the Revised Organic Act of 1954, as amended, 

the inherent authority vested in this Court, and title 4, sections 32(b), 32(e), 32(f)(2) and 34(a) of 

the Virgin Islands Code, hereby proposes the following amendment to Rule 209.2.3 of the Virgin 

Islands Rules for Judicial Disciplinary Enforcement.  This amendment shall take effect 

retroactively to January 1, 2010, and shall remain in effect unless modified as a result of 

comments from the local Bench, the public, and the local bar.  Accordingly, it is hereby 

ORDERED that Supreme Court Rule 209.2.3 be AMENDED by striking and inserting 

language as follows: 

3. Appointment of Members. The Commission shall have nine members, who shall be 
residents of the Virgin Islands. The Supreme Court shall appoint two members, who shall 
be Superior Court judges. and, the The Presiding Judge of the Superior Court shall 
appoint one member two members, who one of which shall be a Superior Court 
magistrate and one of which shall be a lawyer. The Virgin Islands Bar Association shall 
appoint three members one member, who shall be a lawyers, but not judges or former 
judges, which are admitted to practice in the Virgin Islands for not less than five years. 
The remaining three members shall be public members, who shall not be lawyers, judges, 
or former lawyers or judges.  The Governor shall appoint two of the public members, 
while the President of the Legislature shall appoint one public member. The Governor 
shall appoint two members, one of which shall be a lawyer and one of which shall be a 
public member.  The President of the Legislature shall appoint two public members. 
Lawyers appointed to the Commission shall not be judges or former judges and shall be 
admitted to practice in the Virgin Islands for not less than five years. Public members 
appointed to the Commission shall not be lawyers, judges, or former lawyers or judges. 
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It is further 

ORDERED that, pursuant to V.I.S.CT.R. 37, the public as well as members of the local 

Bench and bar MAY SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS on this proposed amendment to the 

Clerk of the Court within thirty (30) days of entry of this order.  It is further 

 ORDERED that this amendment WILL TAKE EFFECT retroactively to January 1, 

2010, and SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT unless modified as a result of comments from the 

public and the local Bench and bar.  It is further 

ORDERED that copies of this order be directed to the appropriate parties. 

SO ORDERED this 14th day of April, 2010. 

 

        
 
____________/S/____________     ___________/S/__________ 
 IVE ARLINGTON SWAN                      MARIA M. CABRET 
        Associate Justice               Associate Justice 
 

      ___________/S/____________ 
   RHYS S. HODGE 
                   Chief Justice 

 
ATTEST: 
VERONICA J. HANDY, ESQ. 
Clerk of the Court 
 


